THE LAST ASSAULT
less reticent. Cinq-Mars persisted in denying all the
evidence brought forward, but could not modify the con-
viction of the judges formed on formal declarations and
irrefutable documents. In the end, he realised the weak-
ness of his defence and, on September io5 he also decided
to confess.
On September 12, at seven o'clock in the morning,
Henri d'Effiat was unanimously condemned to death, and
de Thou to the same penalty by twelve votes to two. They
were beheaded on the Place des Terreaux on that same
day, about noon, and died with magnificent courage.
Three days previously, Perpignan had fallen, the Spaniards
had been driven from Roussillon, and Richelieu had the
supreme joy of knowing that he would die having made
victory certain.
Terpignan,' he then wrote, cis in the King's hands, and
Monsieur "le grand'5 and Monsieur de Thou are in the
other world. These are two results of God's goodness to
the King and the State.'
Marie de Medici also had just ended her days at
Cologne, so rounding off her sorry wanderings in exile.
Louis xm had still seven months to live, the Cardinal
barely three. A reign was drawing to a close, a new phase
of national history about to open, one of France's greatest
servants was at his last breath.
By short stages, Richelieu returned to Paris. Day by-
day his body became weaker, his sufferings more grievous;
he could scarcely move, but his energy never flagged, and,
working without respite, he continued resolutely to rule
the kingdom. He had given his whole life to his country,
and never interrupted his task until the very instant of
death. The King, sorely stricken, came to see him as soon
as he knew that he was about to lose him; and he wished,
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